Girls Pnd Doys
Combined Por Practice
Although the boys' and girls'
tennis teams were separate and
played their matches apart, they
combined for practices and strat-
egy sessions. Two hours a day,
five days a week, they practiced
together allowing the better girls
to improve by challenging the
boys. Coach "Big John" Williams,
pro at McMullen-Booth Complex,
took over both teams.
The girls' squad was weakened
when Beth Allison, the county's
number one player, fractured her
leg, and the girls' hopes of finish-
ing higher than third faded. Coach
Williams explained, "Our remain-
ing girls are good players; but
they are inexperienced and shal-
low in depth." Helen Hershfelt,
number five last year, moved into
number one position and held up
under the pressure. He expected
Allison to play in the district tour-
nament.
The boys' squad abounded with
youth and depth as eight to ten
players fought for the top five pos-
itions. "We have a lot of competi-
tion which created a healthy
atmosphere. It's unusual to have
many players of that high quali-
ty." The loss of junior Mitch
McFrederick who moved to Aus-
tralia to pursue his tennis career
was minimal as Coach Williams
depended on depth to carry
through. Against Gibbs, every
match was won by the Tornadoes
6-0, 6-0.
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